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sre not onr fallow townsmen. but thin* shout these chaps. tls's the one. 
coma from a turbulent district in tba But. nt the same time. Chief, I'm 
north and are rerr clanlsh and su - 1 not *-golng to leave that i»hnrf un- 
perstltlous. The old people among guarded until the very last chest I* 
them are denial)' ignorant and pre- landed, mark me. guarantee of no 
Judlccd and still bitterly oppose the guarantee. Seeing la believing.' I 
export of tea — which they think Is say. In this country, and nothing else 
the aaered beverage glpdh by the Is. as far as I am concerned." 
gods to China and Its people for their When Captain Morehoad reached 
exclusive use: — and when <h*y hear the wharf a little later he found 
Otthc series of deaths at the wharves , everything going along merrily and 
here. It will be a comparatively easy smoothly and the native officers 

matter for their leaders to stir them whom he hud sent ahead of him 

up to trouble.” scanning with great satisfaction a 

"And what then?” asked the In- 1 large placard of yellow paper with 
spector. becoming more and more In- characters and seals which unknown 
lerested In Wang Foo’a story. hands had affixed to the central 

•'Why, then they might strike and wharf post at the break of dawn, 
refuse to work or to allow any other -What's sll this?" he aaked cf 
coolies to work, and turn around and Sam. his native assistant. "More 
_» p v •«“»« stop them they trouble brewing? I hope not.” 

~ ’ J ‘ "* * "Mb' more trouble 1 ," answered the 

smiling Sam. "He talkee bobbery all 
finlshee. Number one joss-man 

speaker all plecee tea coolie hab‘ pn.y 

j plopcr Joss money, no more man 
' makes die." 

| _ "Oh. that's Jt. Is It. The old ar- 
rangement of the Italian bandits. I 
see: no more robberies and murders 
.. | for this season, because all travel- 
lers have paid the proper 'squeeze.' 
eh? Well, 1 guess we'll have a 
might take years to' recover.’ sir/' " ‘ h » r P lookout here just the same and 
The result of this Interview of k88 P ,h8 ambulance handy when 
Wang Foo with <hs Inspector, which number seven reels over." was the 
lasted considerably ]ong«r than Captain's only comment on the ln- 
elthor of them'-had anticipated, was document, 

that the latter promlaed to have a v d »> ?*••*> * w *>’ In quietness, 
private counsel with His Exeellencv however, without Why accident, and 
the Governor and to report to Wang 80 d,d ,ke 08,11 th8 next. The 
Foo's residence Immediately any fur- la8t P»/lfM 8 of the valuable cargo 
ther fatalities at the tea wharf. That was safely landed, the Wharf coolies 
evening a coolie from police head- re< ; erT8d their last c»ah and- their us- 
quartera handed In the ofllcial ehlt U8 ‘ no ? UB » Bd Prepared to return to 
book to Old Chang, who promptly ' their homes without any more de- 
earrled It upstairs to his master. lie | m8nd8 °Pt> thrtr live* to pay tbo toll 
took out the enclosed note and qulek- °‘ the fatal tea chest., 
ly tore it open. It contained only . . « « . 

this brief sentence: , ’ . * , 

• Dear Mr. Wang— Number six This Colony of Fragrant W atevs 
was stricken Just before, dark. — In- —I am using Its poetic Chinese name 
opector Wallace." out of compliment to you. Mr. Wang 

«SU!K book *** —IS once more deeply Indebted to 

1 'U'y'uK »* be dt«4 ro „ for jeadlhg if out of a very dell- 

so RiMS-thet the bearer hob boiling Cttte complication." said His Excel- 
If* “ d *?'*' ,e * MM llenay to the detective, as a lltils 
y , L'' n \? n ‘ plerM> I company gathered in the drawl,* 

?*,* do, ' 8r 10,0 hl8 band, from me. room al Oovernmtht House. 

,h " **'*' I "Not to me alone, sir." modestly 
n H t0l0 *'; nnd ." “.2 K WP‘ lpd ‘heir Chinese guest, "but to 

Fob made all hi. preparation* for the | y our , P |f ,nd to our esteemed friend. 


a very clannish, and though It Is true Chinese sll up and down this entire 
C* t" they don't have the Iron-bound castes coast, and represents In a remark- 
B I I that give us so much trouble In In- ably significant way exactly the at- 

v dla. yet they have all sorts of guilds tltud* that all representatives of our 
and local and provincial distinctions British Empire ought U> assume." 

* on ‘Strange nnd every gsng of laborers seems to An orderly suddenly appeared at 
s people.' ” have some special privilege which no this moment with a despatch for the 
. . olher one esn fake away from If Govenrtr. so he was obliged to ex- 

Ihat sad oc- wllhoul a serious row. My esteemed ! cuse himself and leave the ladles to 
. fclend. Mr. Wnog Foo. explained all .continue the epoversatton or turn It 
J ° on , , * thl* carefully to me Iasi night — -I | Into channels of a more congenial 

asked Lady j sent for him. you know, because I i and spcial nature. 

Government consider him the very beat Informed | . . . . . 

Mrs. Del’ugb man on all native matlora nnd he has , , . . . . 

. as the boy a wonderful faculty of making Chin- ,n lhe dUlet of the upper room 
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, , [~| V the way." remarked 

ll Colonel Clifford, the new 
American Consul, to Captain 
Florence, of the Pacific Mail, who 
had brought him over from San 
Francisco Just a few months before, 
as they were having on after-tiffin 
smoke on the porch of the Hong 
Kong Hotel, "I heard a very funny 
slory tmloy about the Chinese idea 
of why we put our flags nt half- 
mast — perhaps you already know of 


"Oil. no. sir: they’re Just object- 
ing lo our taking him away before 
ill* old' priest from the temple across 
th< water come* and takes n look a! 
him. They're great at thai sort of 
thing, but it would never do for us 
to leave him there; there' (Hie a thou- 
sand or more ot them there In less' 
than a half an hour's time. air. and 
It would block all lhe unloading In 
the port for the rest of the day. Be- 
Eidon thut. we're Just a little afraid 


Tompkins, of Adelaide, 
brought In the polished brass sam- 
ovar and placed It lu front of tho 
silver tea tray. 

"Do you mean about the poor man 
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the wharf-cou 


matter 

, , from nnv other kind of cargo, and 

who they sny fell dead bernuse luj the ordinary wharf coolie would not 
carried a fatal chest of tea? 1 " '“ " "* 

my husband rend It to me rtut oi 
Dully News. Strange, wasn't It 


engaged In a deep nnd earnest con- 
ference with his old friend and 
counsellor, the Abbot of the Temple 
luoen of Heaven. 

you My there -have boen five 

'*■ inquired the latter, ns ho | "Like oUr American Cousins in the 

old days at Boston, eh?" 

"Tet. and. ns far as their minds 
are concerned, with even a much bet- 
ter reason. This would not only 
mean a great financial less to the 
buyers and shippers nnd a serious 
Injury to British, trade, but. what to 
my mind Is far moro serious, 
would strike a blow at British pres- 
tige In this colony, from which U 


for this Is the fifth case we've had 
Ibslde the week and that's quite un- 
usual. sir." added lhe inspector, as 
be bade lhe Cor.: ul good-day and 
hurried 111 * ambulance along the 
water front. 

Just nt llie corner of the wharf, 
as lie wai turning Into Prince Albert 
rund. Colonel Clifford recognized 
One of Ins own coolies from the con- 
sulate. who evidently was taking the 
deepest Interest In the proceeding* 
and jabbering away with all the lung 
power nt his disposal. He couldn't 
underotnad a word ot what he said, 
but be seemed to be repenting tho 
same word* over and over again. He 
took out hi* notebook and pencil nnd 
made an attempt By Jot them down. 
They sounded like "Tow low wow 
chow sluing" to him us nearly as ho 
could catch them, so "Tow low wow 
chow shnng" they wont down In the 
book, nnd he determined to ask his 
Interpreter Just what they moaht. 

"Is Mr. Chon Jn iho office?" he 
Inquired of the servant when he 
entered. 

"My tlnkee have got." was the la- 
conic reply of tho hnll boy. 

"Toll him I would like to see him 
for a moment In llie Inner office." 

Mr. ChflO promptly appeared, dad 
In lhe long blue gown of the Chinese 
Scholar, which he had adopted Im- 
mediately on his return from his 
scUobl days in England. 

"Mr. Chuo.” lhe Consul said, mo- 
tioalng him with all courtesy to * 
clialr. "I have Jotted down some 
Chinese words here which 1 heard on 
the slieot. ami 1 shall be very much 
obliged If you will kindly translate 
them for me," showing him tho pago 
in the notebook. Choo slowly ad- 
justed lhe Inevitable horn spectacles 
i worn more for their lmpressivenc** 
than for any real aid to vision) and 
spelled the words carefully out: 

"Tow low wow chow shang." He 
repented them over severnl times and 
tncii said. "May I ask where you 
hoard these anti in what connec- 
tion?” 

"You can't catch them, then, right 
offhand, can you? 1 urn afraid my 
Chinese isn't very smooth as yet." 

"Well, you nee. sir. Just a very 


“No." answered llie old Pacific 
skipper. "I don't believe 1 do. I have 
listened to tlietr queer tales for 
years, and nothing that they do or 
*uy ever surprise! 
recall Just this on 
"Well." modest 
Consul. "I can't b 


been a nort ot monopoly for years In "And 
"Poor things' They remind me so lhe hands of a gang of coolie* from already 
much of the natives In India with a northern village above Canton and passed the pipe from his right hand 
nil tholr curious superstitions. Why. they rrnent any Interference with to his left, and leaning back In hlo 
do you know, when 1 wag visiting their Inherited right." chair, slowly exhaled the blue smoko 

my alster. Lady Morton, at Madras. "And do you actually niean thgt through hi* nostrils, 

she ju*t put my poor head full of this free and enlightened British col- "Yes, Venerable Father, '• replied 

these stories day after day." ony is not free to employ anyone It Wang Foo. "your golden words are 

"Yes. I have often beard of the likes lo do Its work and unload It* truth Itself. There Sro exactly five 
strange belief* of the Hindoos and i ships?" Inquired Mr*. Tompkln* In already and we may at any moment 
their fatalistic Ides* Sometime*. | n lone of thorough British patrio- hear of tho sixth." 
you know, thev may grow to very 1 t!*m. "Do wo allow ourselves to be "It must ho stopped at once! It 

serious proportions, unless they have dictated to by bodies of native la- will never do to let It reach the 


me. but. 1 don't 
Let's have it." 
y continued tbo 
•gin to do proper 
mao. you Me. I 
haven't been hero long enough to 
become an adept In this 'pidgin Eng- 
lish.' as they call It. and It really 
must bo lold in pidgin to be appre- 
ciated. H was given to mo by my 
friend Bradshaw, the surgeon of our 
hospital in Canton, nnd lie rets It 
off perfectly. It was so good I made 
him say it over several times and I 
Just wrote it down and commuted It 
to memory. lie himself overheard 
It on the steamer coming down last 
week, so 1 can vouch for tho. abao- 
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oi, me epoi. . 

"Yes. indeed; why. do you know, 
one of tho oldest missionaries In 
Madras told me that every native pa- 
tio ii thru dies of cholera In the Eng- 
lish hospitals Is supposed to bo a 


You must 


accuracy 


Oh. you don't need to garnish up 
truth at all to have It fanny In 
i country. I assure you. Things 
ridiculous enough Just as they 
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e you. Captain, 
d see every day. 
ary: Two China- 
men, one from Canton and one from 
Hr.nkow. were conversing together 
on the upper deck and. ns you know, 
me dialect* of those places are so 
totally different that they have to 
write on paper to make themselves 
understood, unless they happen to 
have acquired some knowledge of 
pidgin, which. In this instance, wan 
lmppily Uio Case. Noticing a flag nt 
half mast on a German steamer lying 
tn the stream, the first ono turned 
*> bis friend snd asked, ‘What for 
hlrl lean man he putcheo tint flag mid- 
dle aide? No got lop-Blde. no got 
down-rfd*. bTonr.ee middle; how 
fashion dot? My tlnkee him no got 


"I begin to I 
from what I he. 
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Sooner or Later 


•• ‘You no tlnkee plopcr.’ replied 
his companion, 'plenty lopeo have 
got. Dat tulkeo sailor man go mnkoo 
die. M.Vtlean man go mokno die, 
S' pore he h'longec vtdly good man. 
must lop-sld*, all MUM flag; 
s'pose lie bTongeo velly bad man, 
must go down-side sfl same" flag., 
S' pose he PLETTY OOOD man must 
stop middle-side all same flag.' “ 

"Well, that's pretty good philos- 
ophy. isn't ll?" smiled the Csplaln. 
•even It they do get the Gorman and 
American flags confused, eh?" 

"Oh. a trifling distinction like that 
between the two foreign countries 
doesn't trouble them in the least — - 
sit whit* men look cilice to thfcm and 
Mellcan man' docs duty for almost 
anything here." 

"When you're very, very good and 
He, you go to the place that begins 
with h.' up above; when you're very, 
very had, yon go io tho place that 
begina with the same letter, down 
below — that's It. ain't it? — and 


might be. 'Cut my coat a little | 
higher.' but If tbo circus was In town | 
they would bo, ‘Take me to see the 
elephant' " 

"Good gracious!" exclaimed the 
Colonel, "you don't mean to any rmi I 
ran get all thone different ideas just 
out of those few words- - — 

"That Is one of the distinctive pe- 
culiarities of the language, sir, nnd 
It Is rather difficult to explain It to 1 
Europeans, as they have no system , 
of tones to correspond to It. May I 
not ask again, sir. Just whom you 
heard utter the words?” 

"Why, certainly. It was one of my 
own coolies, down at tho wharf 
there." 

"Well. If you will send for him, 
sir. wo can get at It In a moment." 

It took over an hour 'for the coolie 
In question to saunter homo again, 
nnd when ho appeared ho v.as 
promptly summoned Into tho office. 
After being assured that he was not. 

I to be disciplined or punished In any 
way. ho relaxed and showed a will- 
ingness to speak. 

“What were you calling out at the 
wharf. With the rest of them?" asked 
tho Interpreter. 

■'Tao llso ngso eha slang." waft (ho 
Instant repl). Mr Ohuo turned to 
the Consul and said. "The words are 
perfectly elenr now. sir; they mean 
simply. 'He hss carried the mysteri- 
ous tea chest! ' ” 

"Carried the mysterious tea 
chest! What lea chesi. and who car- 
ried It. and where and .when?" 

This question on tbo part of tho 
Consul was the signal for a dialogue, 
between Choo nnd the coolie that 
seemed almost Interminable. Flnal- 
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r or river ban! 
bridge protection. 
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ME DIDN'T "CHAW." 

"I »*« toij keep cwnfly here." said 
an old man. a* h. entered a store ot 
a confectioner. » 

"A few.? «•( the gruff reply. 

"I have -a ion named Little Wlllfa. 
He I. a darling boy. During the war 
be wanted candy, but I Uasn't boy him 
any. The Germans put pounded glaae 
In all the bandy, you know, and 1 didr. t 
want Little XVIIII* to get pounded gla-s 
In his stomach and die In my arms. 
I told him to wait until after the war." 

The confectioner had nothing to sag 
to that and presently lb> man went 
on: 

"1 think f wfll buy Little White tome 
randy — i think J will. I’m a very pru- 
dent man. however. f you will hand 
me out a handful of that candy. J will 
walk around the block while t '"chow" 
I it. t will - chaw" and "chaw" and 
•I "chaw- and. when l*m sure there <s 
no giane in It. ] will Nifturn and buy-- — 
welt, I will buy »omr candy for Little 
Willie and tell him he can eat It safely. 
You might hand me out a liberal 
handful 

The old m»n did not look like «n 
"Wonderful man. that!" he *x- athlete but he ban aprlhgs under him. 

claimed lo Morobead. hit deputy. H* reached the door five feet In ad- 

"You know me well enough, sir. I who had just entered the room. vane* of the kick tfce confectioner 
am sure." began Wang Foo. "to real- ; "Who?" asked the Interested ar- kicked. It was a kit* that Intended 
Ixe that I am no alarmist, but t j rival. to destroy the old man’s frame-work, 

should fall In my duty to you snd to [ "Who? Why. who should It be but but he didn't feel even the wind or it. 
this community If I did not warn l our friend Wang Foo? H*re. lust He stront a fast gait down the stre t 
you Of the serious consequences that cast your eye over that, a* he handed to return io tho arms of hie Llttio 
arc likely to arise from this smiting him the chit. I Wlllte. and tell him that they ■■ ere 

of the tea coolies at the wharf. "Well, all I have to say Is. that If .no-.- using carpet tack* in all kind* ot 
These men. as you perhaps know. I any living man can guarantee any- 1 candy. 


Louis Van Dorp 


"Shall I! be B'.ignr or lemon In could now. even though I should give ther with them than any other's." 
your cup?" interrupted Lady Eving- you the most careful and detailed "And then?" 

ton at the moment. explanation. We are not hero to an- "Then yod must see the Inspector 

"Sugar, it you pleusc ” • (agonize them, bflt rather to try and and possibly the Girverndv nnd ex- 

•'One, two or three'" live In peace and harmony with plain to them the significance of the 

"Three. 1 think, or thooe dear little them and to build up our interna- numbers and the risk of a dlsfurb- 
lumps: why. I haven't seen anything national eeminerce. Thoso who have ance’if any more are allowed to dio." 
so delicate since wo left Far Is — listed longest among them nnd who "And then?" 

where DID jtm get them?" ‘know them best assure us that this; The Abbot looked around the 

"Why. ihoy came In a case of can only be done by conciliating 1 room, listened for a moment to be 
French delicacies which the depart- them when no great principle Is at sure of their perfect security and 
lng Consul sent to niy husband a stake. I believe this most thorough- privacy, si^l then, leaning over to- 

few weeks ago •" ijr and have tried to act up lo It ever , wards his host, whispered a few 

The Governor blmsilf catered ai since I came here The coolie is as 1 short sentences into his ear. Wang 

this moment and. after greeting the hard working a slave of his fellow- ■ Foo startled a little, but at once re- 

guft'.a. sat down by Mrs Tompkins' man as you will find anywhere oil sumed his composure, 

side and Joined them In the conver- earth, tolling from daytlgnt to dark , "Do you think ll possible?" he 
nation about tho accident. for his few email coins. He is a ' asked. 

"Yes." he said. "It Is a strange necessity to us. wo are absolutely "Not only possible, but absolutely 
snd mysterious occurrence, and If it dependent upon his help. V.'hy certain," replied the Venerable 

was only one ease. It wouldn't | should we object to his doing hla Father, as he sipped the parting tea 

amount to anything nnd would soon work according to hi* own native and rose to go, 

be forgotten. The trouble Is. how- Ideas, which have boen his Inherit- "It shall be as you say. then." 
ever, that this Is the fifth within a ance for centuries? You cannot nald the host, ns he called for old 
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that ihe wharf coolies are becoming ditions in a year — or even la a num- 
quite excited about It and may strike bor of years — it is a slow sad painful 
and refuse to work at any moment" process of training and education. 

'•'Well, there are surgly thousands and requires unlimited patience and 
of others who will be glad to take faith, as our good dean told ns, you 
their places, my dear." broke in j remember. In his sermon las! Sunday 
Lady Evingtou. "Are there not? at the cathedral. Do you see that 
Why. there seem to be so many of , large blue flag . flying over Jardtne, 
them waiting aroun* there with and Co.’s hong there?" rising and 
their bamboos that one can hardly 1 leading Mrs. (Tompkins towards the 
count them; and they all look so front window: "notice the words. 'E 
poor and hungry that it's quite pa- WO'. 'Just and Harmonious.' That's 
thetic." the carefully chosen business sign of 

"Ah. that's just the difficulty In the oldest an(J largest firm In the 
the case. You see, the Chinese are; colony, It Is known and quoted by the 


